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FROM CHAR’S DESK

The President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, Russell M. Nelson, died September 27, 2025.
Dallin H. Oaks has automatically become the interim
presiding authority as the senior-most Apostle and
President of the Quorum of the twelve Apostles. The
Church has stated a new President will be chosen after
President Nelson’s funeral which is consistent with the

historical practice of the senior Apostles leading the
Church.

The LDS Church keeps changing their beliefs but this one
is still in effect. The choosing of a new Prophet has been
going on since Joseph Smith, the founder of the Mormon
Church, died in 1844. Brigham Young became the new
Prophet and presently they are going to be choosing the
18" Prophet of the Church.

When the new prophet becomes president of the Church
he is already old. President Nelson was 91 when he filled
that role in 2018 and died at 101 years of age in 2025.

The question I have is “Were any of them really Biblical
Prophets???

CARY’S COLUMN
Claiming Authority with Invalid Priesthoods

The LDS Church claims to hold both the Aaronic and
Melchizedek Priesthoods spoken of in the Bible, and that
these priesthoods give them “authority” to perform their
ordinances for salvation. However, there are a few major
problems with claiming to hold and use these priesthoods.

The Aaronic Priesthood

In the Old Testament, the Aaronic Priesthood was
ordained by God for Israel to officiate the sacrificial
system. A crucial aspect of the Aaronic Priesthood
is that it could only be held by the descendants of
Aaron who were of the tribe of Levi (See Exodus
28:40-43 and Numbers 3:3-10). Therefore, anyone
claiming to hold the Aaronic Priesthood today must
be from the tribe of Levi! Also, according to
Hebrews chapter 7, the Aaronic Priesthood was
“annulled” because it was “weak and unprofitable.”
It was then replaced by Christ, Who is our “priest
forever” (Hebrews 7:17-22). The Mormon Church
claims to hold the annulled Aaronic Priesthood.

The Melchizedek Priesthood

The Melchizedek Priesthood, on the other hand,
also has a very crucial aspect: It is held only by
Christ and cannot be passed on to anyone else.
Hebrews chapter 7 is very detailed about this. The
Aaronic priests had to pass the priesthood from
priest to priest because they eventually died. But
Christ, because He ‘“continueth ever, hath an
unchangeable priesthood” (vs. 24). The reason this
priesthood cannot be passed on to anyone else is
because of the meaning of the word “unchangeable”
in this verse. It does not mean that the priesthood
itself does not change but rather that the priesthood
does not change hands or transfer to someone else.
The Greek word for “unchangeable” (aparabatos)
literally means “untransferable.” Absolutely no one
can hold that priesthood but Christ!

Oh...there is another crucial reason why no one
other than Christ can hold the Melchizedek
Priesthood: Because Christ is holy...separate from



sinners (vs. 26), He is the only one who could “offer

up Himself for our sins. This is why Christ, as our
Melchizedek Priest is “consecrated for evermore” as our
High Priest (vs 27,28). No one can fulfill the Biblical
qualifications of a Melchizedek priest but Christ!

So00, a really cool mini Bible study is in order here:

Do you see why Christ as our Melchizedek Priest, makes
the Aaronic Priesthood invalid for today? Hebrews says,
“the law made nothing perfect” (vs. 19). The inadequacy
of the legal and Levitical systems had to be replaced by a
“better hope.” Therefore, it was replaced by Christ, Who
is “a surety of a better testament” (vs. 22). Christ has
perfectrly fulfilled the demands of God’s law with a “new
covenant” (8:22). He is both Priest and Sacrifice, “having
obtained eternal redemption for us” (9:12). This little
Bible study is clear without a Bible commentary and with
any English Bible translation - Just read Hebrews chapter
7 and beyond.

Ordinances for Salvation Today

This brings us to a very important question. If theAaron-
ic Priesthood is invalid for today and no one can hold the
Melchizedek Priesthood but Christ, then who performs
the ordinances for salvation today? The answer: Earthly
priesthood today is not necessary because all of the ordin-
ances for salvation have been completed by Christ. The
Bible says that Christ “sat down” (Mark 16:19; Heb
10:12). Ask any Jew what the phrase “He sat down”
means. There were no chairs in the temple because the
priests’ work was never finished, and they were therefore
not allowed to sit down. Christ, however, sat down ”once
for all” (Heb 10:10), having completed all work for
salvation.

The clear teaching of Hebrews was somehow missed
when Mormonism began. It strikes at the heart of the
Gospel. It was simply a theological and historical error
created by an ignorant boy in upstate New York!

Who Has Authority According to the Bible?

The Bible explains that those who receive Christ as Lord
and Savior by believing in His “name” (Who He really is),
receive complete authority, not to perform ordinances for
salvation, but to become sons of God:

“But as many as received Him, to them gave He
power (literally in Greek: “authority”) to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His
name”(John 1:12).

A question for our Mormon friends: Do you believe
in the true Christ of the Bible - Who He truly is and
therefore who is the only priest you will ever need,
or do you claim authority through invalid
priesthoods?

WE GET LETTERS
Following is a copy of a letter we have at the Center
that a Mormon wrote to Joseph Fielding Smith
when he was the President of the Church:

Dear President Smith: In a discussion recently, the
question arose, “Was Christ married?” The quote
of Isaiah 53:10 was given which reads, Yet it
pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to
grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for
sin, he shall see his seed; he shall prolong his days,
and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his
hand.

What is meant by: he shall see his seed? Does this
mean that Christ had children?

In the temple ceremony we are told that only
through Temple marriage can we receive the
highest degree of exaltation and dwell in the
presence of our Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ.
Christ came here to set us an example and,
therefore, we believe he may have been married.
Are we right?

Sincerely,
JR.S.

Yes! Butdonot preach it! The Lord advised us not
to cast our pearls before swine!

Signed: Joseph Fielding Smith
ALL GIFTS DONATED TO EMFJ ARE

GREATLY APPRECIATED AS WELL AS
YOUR PRAYERS FOR THIS MINISTRY.






