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FROM CHAR’S DESK

Through all the many years I have been involved in
Mormonism (53 years to be exact), I have had many questions
regarding their religion.  So one day I decided to write to the
General Authorities of the LDS Church so I could get an
authoritive answer to one of my most intriguing questions.

Is it true that you need Joseph Smith’s consent in order to enter
the celestial kingdom of God?

I received and answer to my question from the Church in just
two weeks!  They told me to read 2 Nephi 9:41 to find the
answer to my question. “Jesus is the keeper of the gate.” and
they added, “none other.”  So you would think I finally had an
answer to this difficult question.  But I have dealt with
Mormons for so many years, they can’t fool me! 

  I wrote back to them and thanked them for their prompt reply. 
“But,” I said, “I didn’t ask you who the keeper of the gate was. 
I asked you if you if you needed Joseph Smith’s consent in
order to get to the keeper of the gate?” 

They answered me again in two weeks and told me to ask my
bishop doctrinal questions.  

Therefore, I found out you can’t pin the Church authorities
down, so if you want an authoritive question answered by
them, you are out of luck!

                    CARY’S COLUMN

Believing In His Name
The New Testament often speaks of believing in the name of
Jesus. John 1:12 speaks of believing in his name as the way to
receive Him. Later, in chapter 3, John speaks of condemnation
for those who do not believe in his name (3:18), just after
saying that we have eternal life when we believe in him. Acts
3:16 speaks of faith in his name. The little book of 1st John

also tells us emphatically that we will have eternal life if we
believe in His name (5:13). The New Testament is
brimming with the word name when referring to
Jesus—however, the above-quoted verses point to the
eternal significance of our belief in His name.

Sooo… here’s an interesting thought: What does “name”
mean in these verses? Everybody believes that His name is
Jesus. What is the big deal?  “Oh,” you may say, “I know
that ‘name’ here refers to His character and authority!”
Correct. However, there is more here than meets the eye.

The word “name” is also used similarly for God in the Old
Testament. The phrase name of the LORD is used
seemingly more times than we can count.  Of course, God
doesn’t have a name. Again, the “name of God” refers to
His character and authority—more so, it covers all Who
and what God is in His glory, majesty, and power. 
  
When Soloman built a temple in the “name” of the Lord (1st

Kings 5:5), he built it because of all Who and what God is.
When we are told in the Ten Commandments to not take
the “name” of the Lord God in vain, it means not to take all
Who and what He is lightly but to revere Him in all He is.

In the New Testament, when John writes about believing in
the name of Christ, he does so in the context of Christ’s
name being the Logos (Word) of God, described in detail in
his introduction of Christ (John 1:1-14). John is telling his
readers that eternal life is only given to those who believe
that the man Christ Jesus is also God—the same one, true
God of the Old Testament scriptures. 

This opens up a whole can of worms when sharing this
wonderful truth with our Mormon friends.  Their theology
states that Christ is indeed God - just not the same God as
the Father.  Therein lies the problem.  They see God the
Father and Jesus Christ as two different Gods.  They do not
want to accept the Biblical doctrine of one triune God. 
Perhaps we should think about not putting the cart before  
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the horse. Consider first showing them from the Bible who the
God of the Bible is in contrast to their concept of “heavenly
father.” This, Lord willing, can be eye-opening for them. After
all, fearing God is the beginning of knowledge (Proverbs 1:7).

Any person who denies the biblical identity of Jesus Christ as
both God and man—who does not believe in His name—will not
receive salvation and cannot be accepted as a child of God. As
Jesus pointedly stated, “If you do not believe that I am the one I
claim to be, you will die in your sins” (John 8:24, NIV). Our
Mormon friends need to know the name of Jesus.

There is yet another part of “believing in His name,” which is
wonderful. It is the deeper meaning of the word “believe.” Belief
in the true identity of Jesus—as we think of belief as being an
intellectual assent to the facts, is not the complete meaning of
belief in these contexts. In its original Greek form, the word
refers to placing trust and confidence in something. If someone
were to grasp onto the edge of a cliff, about to fall, and a man
came to the edge, held out his hand, and said, “Believe that I will
help you!” He is telling the helpless person to trust in him for his
help to save him. That is the exact meaning to believe in the
context of believing in Christ. 

Let’s pray that our Mormon friends will, as Jesus said, “believe
on Him whom He hath sent” (John 6:29)

                              ****************

LETTERS OF RESIGNATION

This letter is to inform you that I request that my name be
completely removed from the official records of the
Mormon Church.

I do not believe that Joseph Smith was a prophet of the only
true God, nor do I believe that any of the prophets of the
Mormon Church were prophets of the only true God.

I do believe in the only true God revealed by and in the
person of Jesus Christ.  I do believe that the Bible is the
inspired, infallible written word of God.  I also believe in
Jesus the Christ, the only beotten Son of God and that He is
infinitely capable of meeting any and all of my needs,
whatever they may be.  I also believe that His blood that
was shed on the cross has cleansed me of all my sin and
iniquity.

I request that it be known that it was I who initiated this

action and not the Mormon Church.

My heart’s desire is that every mormon would spend
eternity in the presence of Almighty God and know His
infinite Love.

Sincerely, D.B.

                           *****************

Dear Bishop, 

This is to inform you that I hereby resign from the
Mormon Church and request that my name and all
records of baptism or attendance be stricken from the
records of the church. 

I take this step exercising my Constitutional right to
freedom of religion and insist that my name be admin-
istratively removed from all membership roles of the
Mormon church immediately, confirmed by a letter
stating that the reason for this actioln has been my
request and no ex-communication.

Pleae be advised that this action has been taken be-
cause I believe that Mormonism is in great error and
teaches false doctrines, leading many astray.  I choose
to follow the true Jesus as the Bible teaches, and hope
that someday you may come to a saving knowledge of
Him, too.  

This decision is the result of much prayer and is final.
Any attempts of Mormons to contact me will be con-
sidered an invasion of my privacy and I will not
participate in any trial.  

Please send a letter promptly that this has been taken
care of, and that my name and all records have been
removed from Salt Lake City, by Sept. 24.  T.W.

ALL GIFTS DONATED TO EMFJ ARE GREATLY
APPRECIATED AS WELL AS YOUR PRAYERS
FOR THIS MINISTRY.

                             THANK YOU!
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