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FROM CHAR’S DESK

It’s Christmas time, that wonderful time of the year!
There are many gifts we receive, some we like, some
we don’t! This caused me to contemplate on what gift
do you think Jesus would like as we celebrate His
birthday? Then I thought of the poem written by
Christina Rossetti and I think this is the gift Jesus
would like from us:

What should I give Him, poor as I am,
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb,
If I were a wise man, I would do my part,
Yet what can I give Him, give Him my
HEART!
WE AT EX-MORMONS FOR JESUS WISH YOU A

VERY BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

CARY’S COLUMN

What Is Our Purpose in Life?

This is a popular and excellent question.

The Mormon answer to this question is given on

their official website:

“What is the Purpose of My Life?” is the title of

their webpage on this. It answers,

“Life has purpose and meaning. God, our loving

Father, wants us to find happiness and joy. He
created a plan for us to grow, live by faith, and
return to live with Him someday. God’s plan,
often called the plan of salvation, gives
meaning and context to our life...”

Of course, we know that the mentions of its
“plan of salvation” and to “return to live with
Him someday” entail their belief in an “eternal
progression” to live as gods in a “Celestial
Kingdom.” As so succinctly stated by one of
their past prophets, “As man now is, God once
was. As God now is, man may be.”

As Christians who have left Mormonism's
heretical concept of Eternal Progression, it 1s
good to see our real purpose in life clearly
articulated biblically. I hope to do that here.
While there are a few excellent answers that
we as Christians would give, such as “To give
glory to God,” To love God and others”
(Matthew 22:37-40), “To fulfill the great
commission,” and others, there is actually a
Bible passage that uses the word “purpose” to
provide a clear statement of our purpose. It is
Romans 8:28-29. Rather than the purpose
being ours, it states it as God’s purpose for us
— We need only to be in step with Him on this:
“And we know that all things work together
for good to those who love God, to those who
are the called according to His purpose. For
whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
be conformed to the image of His Son...”

To be conformed to the image of His Son.



Wow — did you know that this was God’s
original purpose for us at creation? God declared,
“Let Us make man in Our Image” (Genesis 1:26).
God’s purpose for us has never changed. Sin got
in the way, and God fixed the sin problem
through the Gospel. Now, as believers, we allow
God to complete His purpose for us to be
conformed to the image of His Son.

The obvious question to ask at this point is, what
does it mean to be conformed to His image?
First, while Genesis 1:26 (“Let Us make man in
Our Image”) is interpreted by our Mormon
friends to mean becoming a god, a little Bible
study is in order. The Hebrew words for "image"
and "likeness" in that verse mean to be like — to
represent, not to be “the same.” To represent the
likeness of God is a wonderful and lofty thought,
isn’t it?

Being conformed — or transformed — into the
image of Christ i1s a dominant theme throughout
the New Testament. It is a transformation
resulting from what the Bible calls spiritual
“growth,” and is wonderfully elaborated on in
most of Paul's letters. As we live under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are being
transformed into the image of Christ.

And who does the transforming? The Holy Spirit
does. “And we all... are being transformed into
his image with ever-increasing glory, which
comes from the Lord, who 1s the Spirit.” (2 Cor
3:18, NIV). “He who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). Ultimately, we
are being “sanctified,” if you will, which is an
ongoing process in which we cooperate with the
Holy Spirit to become like the character and
conduct of Jesus.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, I want to
encourage you to rest in your efforts to become a
“better” Christian. Conforming us to the image of
Christ is the Holy Spirit's job, not ours. Don’t be
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discouraged that you’re not getting anywhere,
like the proverbial hamster on its spinning
wheel — “I think I can, I think I can!” The way
to spiritual growth is to let God do it. Just
make Jesus your focus. Don’t just make Him
number one in your life — make Him “your
life” (Colossians 3:4). As the Apostle Paul
states repeatedly in so many ways in his
letters, we simply need to “put off our old
selves and put on our new selves” (Ephesians
4:22, 24; Colossians 3:9). This is how we let
God change us. It 1s living in constant faith in
Him, rather than in ourselves. With the
mindset, “I no longer live, but Christ lives in
me” (Galatians 2:20), God will transform you
into becoming more like Him. 7his 1s our
purpose in life.

How wonderful it is as believers to be in step
with God’s purpose for us continually. May
you enjoy it, “until Christ is formed in you”
(Galatians 4:19).

ALL GIFTS DONATED TO EMFJ ARE
GREATLY APPRECIATED AS WELL
AS YOUR PRAYERS FOR THIS
MINISTRY



