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FROM CHAR’S DESK

The Mormon Church recently opened their new temple
in Yorba Linda for visitors. Some of us at ex-Mormons
for Jesus were able to go, and I had the most
uncomfortable feeling during the entire time. I have
been to many temple openings but I never had this kind
of experience. I think it is because now I know too
much!

After the temple is closed to outsiders, it amazes me as
to what goes on in there. Mormons are taught that in
order to enter the temple (which they call, the house of
the Lord) you must be worthy. They must have an
interview with their local bishop to answer certain
questions regarding their worthiness. If they pass the
test, they are given a temple recommend which is good
for one year. (They have to prove they are worthy each
year!) No one, not even a Mormon, can enter the
temple without this recommend.

There are three ordinances that take place after they
enter - Baptism (required for salvation), the Initiatory
(Washing and Anointing) symbolic of cleansing the
participant, and The Endowment (which includes
special blessings and that is when they receive their
sacred temple garments which are to be worn next to
their body throughout their life. (They say they will
protect you!)

They also perform marriages and sealings in the temple.
If you have a temple marriage, only Mormons with
temple recommends can attend. (My brother could not
attend his first daughter’s wedding because he was not
a Mormon! Your father is supposed to walk you down
the aisle and give you away in marriage, isn’t he?)

Sealings are done to unite parents with their children
throughout eternity.

Then, of course, there is baptism for the dead where
temple Mormons can, by proxy, be baptised for
individuals that have died without the opportunity to
receive the ordinances of Mormon salvation.

There is much more but when I left the temple that
day, I kept wondering “Where is Jesus in all of this?”
I told myself that I will never attend a Mormon
temple opening again! (Unless the Lord tells me to).
It is too hard seeing all those people that need to hear
the true gospel, being enticed to become a Mormon
just by seeing the beauty of the temple! There is
nothing wrong with a beautiful temple - it is what
goes on in there that breaks my heart! God help
them!

CARY’S COLUMN

The Biblical Temple vs. the Mormon Temple

With the new Mormon Temple opening in Yorba
Linda, some may be curious about what its purpose
is and how it compares with God’s temple in the
Bible. Let me give you a simple overview of God’s
temple and then look at the difference with the
Mormon temple.

In the Old Testament, God’s temple served four
primary purposes, among others. First, God’s
Temple represented God dwelling among His
people. The idea was that it was where God’s
presence was — Set apart from other nations, the
temple symbolized that God lived in the midst of



Israel. The inner room - the Holy of Holies -
especially represented God’s throne presence on
earth.

Second, God’s Temple taught of His holiness. With
the layout of outer courts, inner courts, holy place,
and holy of holies, God’s holiness was set forth.
Sinful humanity is separated by sin and cannot
casually enter His presence. Priests, sacrifices,
washings, incense, and sacred rituals all reinforced
reverence for God’s holiness.

Third, God’s Temple was the center of sacrifice and
atonement. It taught Israel that sin brings death and
must be atoned for - that substitution and cleansing
are needed for reconciliation to God. The Day of
Atonement (Yom Kippur) especially highlighted this,
when the high priest entered the Holy of Holies once
a year on behalf of the nation.

Fourth, God'’s temple foreshadowed His dwelling with
humanity and the fulfillment of the law with a new
covenant. The New Testament teaches that Christ
fulfilled the purpose of the Old Testament temple.
Jesus referred to His own body as the true Temple
(John 2:19-21), and His sacrificial death ended the
need for repeated temple sacrifices. The veil of the
Temple torn at Christ’s crucifixion (Matthew 27:51)
symbolizes direct access to God through Christ alone.
The book of Hebrews especially emphasizes that
Christ is the final High Priest and that His sacrifice
was offered “once for all” (Hebrews 10:10-14).
Because of this fulfillment, no continuing temple
system is necessary for salvation, priesthood
mediation, or sacred ordinances.

The purpose of the Mormon temple, on the other
hand, is completely different from the purpose of
God’s temple. The LDS Website states that their
temples are used for Latter-day ordinances and
ceremonies to “unite families together for eternity.”
For our readers who need clarification as to what that
means, here are two short explanations to help you
understand:

First, “uniting families together for eternity” is a nice
way to describe their temple marriages. They believe
that they are being “sealed” in marriage for all
eternity. As husband and wife, they would be

eternally progressing to godhood together, and
they would be father and mother gods over their
own world.

Second, the term “uniting families” is also a nice
way to describe their prominent temple practice of
baptism for the dead. Yes — you read it right.
Mormons believe that they can baptize each other
in proxy for their dead relatives. As their website
puts it, it is performed “on behalf of those who
have died without the opportunity to hear and
accept the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 1 always
jokingly respond to this by misquoting Hebrews
9:27, “It is appointed unto man once to die, and
then there’s the second chance.”

Their eternal marriage sealings, baptisms for the
dead, and other ordinances in their temples are all
to bring about “exaltation” to godhood through
their doctrine of “eternal progression.” Quite
different from God’s temple in the Bible, don’t you
think? This means that instead of using their
temples for any biblical use, they are using their
temples to promote the very idea that God so
adamantly condemned through the prophet Isaiah:
“...before me there was no God formed, neither
shall there be after me” (43:10).

The LDS website states, “Through the Prophet
Joseph Smith, the Lord declared that ‘my people
are always commanded to build [temples] unto my
holy name’ (D&C 124:39-40).” FYI, this takes the
“name” of God in vain. It misuses His holy name —
Who He is in His majesty, glory and power, and
substitutes His name for a counterfeit god with an
abhorrent purpose of creating gods.

May God expose what the Mormon faith is by
exposing this blatant difference between their
temples and God’s biblical temples.
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