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FROM CHAR’S DESK
I remember years ago I was reading a Mormon
book we have at the Center entitled “Joseph
Smith, An American Prophet.”  In this book, it
actually said and I quote, “In Mormonism, man is
the center.  Everything converges on him.  In a
sense, God was made for the glory of man and not
man for the glory of God as in that age-old
Christian dogma.”

Today, no matter how hard the LDS Church  is
trying so hard to become like Christianity, they
never will when they flatter man and malign God! 
Mormons believe they are the “only true church”
but is impossible to be a Christian church when it
does this to the God of the Bible.  In Christianity,
man is NOT the center, God is and always will
be!!

                    CARY’S COLUMN

The “Solas” for Catholicism Also for Mormonism

With the Catholic Church’s loss of Pope Francis and the
bringing in of Pope Leo during the timing of this article, a
thought about Mormonism having astonishing parallels
with Roman Catholicism may be of interest.

Though we love our Catholic friends, the concepts of the
Catholic Church are foreign to the Bible.  Their position of
a pope is nowhere found in the New Testament.  Not even
close.  Also  the  worship  or   prayers  to  Mary,   nor her

 “immaculate conception” are not there.  The petition-
ing of saints in heaven for their prayers is not there. 
Also, absent is a succession of apostles.  So many of
their beliefs are not biblical, such as infant baptism,
confessing sins to a priest, purgatory, “indulgences,”
and the list goes on.  The Catholic Church morphed
into its existence a few centuries after Christ, as
Church leaders slowly introduced their unique
doctrines around that time.  When the Catholic Church
and their doctrines were officially set in place at the
Council of Trent in the fourth century, justifying their
unbiblical positions made it necessary for them to also
claim authority over the Bible - a position that still
stands today.

Interesting to note, that in the early days of the Catholic
Church, the parishioners did not have copies of the
Bible - The printing press was not invented yet.  They
had to trust whatever the Church leaders told them. 
They were not able to “search the scriptrures daily to
see if it be so” (Acts 17:11).

However, in the 16th century, a monk named Martin
Luther, who loved God fervently and studied the
scriptures intently, discovered the errors of the
church’s teaching, and he exposed them.  Long story
short, the ensuing “Reformation” movement exposed
the church’s errors, especially with the help of the
printing press during that time.  The Protestant Church
was born - “protestant” meaning that the Roman
Catholic errors were protested.  Five “solas” (which
means alones) of biblical truth were articulated.  The
correct understanding of Christianity was re-
established and communicated.
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Those five solas are:

Sola Scriptura - Scripture alone is the final authority, not
the Catholic papacy.

Sola fide - Faith alone in Jesus is how we are justified
before God, not Catholic indulgences.

Sola gratia - Grace alone, not works, is God’s method of
salvation, not man’s effort.

Sola Christo- Christ alone, not the church’s priests or
indulgences, is the only way we are saved.

Sola Deo gloria - God’s glory alone is the glue that holds
the other solas together.  All of it is for the glory of God,
not the church. 
                             
Do you see the parallels of how these five “solas” would
also apply to Mormonism?

About Sola Scriptura: Joseph Smith claimed to receive
authority from God to speak for Him and to “restore” the
priesthood - to present their pretend scriptures and gospel
of  godhood.  Just like the Roman Catholic Church, the
LDS leaders needed to claim a higher authority than the
Bible to justify their bizarre doctrines.  If the LDS Church
would only stick to the Bible alone like the Catholic
Church needs to, they would be in step with God.

About Sola fide: Mormonism’s faith-plus-works is much
more of a danger than it is for Catholicism.  In
Catholicism, the works add to faith for salvation, but in
Mormonism, the works are to achieve Godhood in the
“Celestial Kingdom”.  No, No, No.

About Sola gratia - In Catholicism, effort is added to God’s
grace to be justified for salvation.  In Mormonism, effort
is added to God’s grace to be “exalted” to Godhood.  As
the oft-quoted verse from the Book of Mormon says, “It is
by grace that we are saved, after all we can do.” 
Mormonism’s reward of Godhood-earned from works-
may be an extreme fantasy as compared to Catholicism’s
reward of salvation, but when understanding what God’s
grace really is, any addition of works demeans God and
His gift of grace alone.  As Galatians 2:21 puts it, “I do not
set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness comes
through the law, then Christ died in vain.

About Sola Christo: Whereas the relying of one’s
own effort apart from Christ for salvation in
Catholicism, has an obvious similarity in
Mormonism, there is a much more heretical view of
Jesus in Mormonism that must be exposed - who
Jesus is.  In Mormonism, Jesus is a separate God
than God the Father, a literal born son of the Father
before the world was formed, and the spirit-brother
of Lucifer.  Also their original view of Jesus on earth
is that he was conceived by God the Father, who
came to Mary physically and impregnated her.  May
God have mercy on anyone who believes that.

Our Mormon friends will tell us that they believe in
Jesus.  But let us be clear: Their identity of Jesus is
not the identity of Jesus as the Bible declares.  Faith
in Jesus must be as the Bible identifies, not a
fictitious identity.  The apostle Peter wrote that
“there will be false teachers among you, who will
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying
the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves
swift destruction. ( 2 Pet l:2).  That is exactly what is
happening in Mormonism.  Jesus said very pointedly,
“Unless you believe that I am who I claim to be, you
will die in your sins.”  Jn 8:24b, NLT
  
About Sola Deo gloria: To say that man now is, God
once was; As God now is, man may be” demeans -
not glorifies God.  It takes His name in vain.  Our
Mormon friends need to know about this awesome
God.  To have genuine, even fearful awe of God is
the beginning of all knowledge and wisdom (Prov
1:7, 9:10).  Good news though.  The day will come
when “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of
the glory of the Lord.”
(Hab. 2:14).  Amen.

I thank the dear Lord that salvation is a free gift 
given to us by the sacrifice of God’s Son.  May we
never cease to witness to our Catholic and Mormon
friends.  My sister converted to Catholicism when
she was married  but I never stopped witnessing to
her and both she and her husband found out it
wasn’t true and became born-again Christians!

ALL GIFTS DONATED TO EMFJ ARE
GREATLY APPRECIATED AS WELL AS
YOUR PRAYERS FOR THIS MINISTRY          
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